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s an interesting
bookcase, what with
Nelson  Mandela,
Martin Luther King
and the Dalai Lama
sharing shelf space
with Spider-Man, Bruce Lee
and Tupac Shakur.
lt’sahﬁieodd.a(ﬁrst see-
ing these titans of history sit-
ting side-by-side with span-
dexed superherocs, a martial
arts movie star and a late rap
singer known for having a
somewhat forceful edge to
his lyrics.

So odd, in fact, it makes
you wonder what kind of
person this Raoul Juneja fel-
low really is.

But then, that just might
be the point.

‘Instead of
celebrating my
birthday, I was up
20 hours in a row
Just writing
and saying to myself
this is what I have to
do to get me

out there

A casual conversation
with the DJ/producer/jour-
nalist/ commentator/activist
makes it clear he is one per-
son who defles any atternpt
to place him in a convenient-
ty labelled slot.

He remembers, for
instance, the time he was
mistaken as Muslim by
someone who had just met
him; when another friend, a
fellow Sikh, heard about this,
he told Mr. Juneja it was an
insult worth fighting over.

“And | was like, ‘What?"”
he said.

“He could have called me
Christian, Muslim or whatev-
cr... it makes no difference to
me”

He

both in
grants, moved to New York
City whiems he was a baby.
For the next 10 years, he
was an average child of
im mtpm'amsﬁvingma
typr;:.l? piiddle-class nei
bourhoed, but even at
young age, he remembers
the strong influence the city’s
hip-hop scene had on his
views,

It only makes sense; New
York City, after all, is consid-
ered the birthplace of hip-
hop, the place where African-
American youth first put
their poerns and social com-

was bom in
but his parents,
-born  immi-

mentaries to a beat that soon

found an audience hungry
for the raw honesty of their
music.

“Then my dad mded
things were getting a little too
et e

gun laws and the
kmmﬁmﬂﬂikethmmalhe
thought maybe it would be
better for everyome if they
came back to Canada,” he

said.
in Thomhill, the
young student remembers
his first two years in school
here as “the worst wo years
of my life", thankstothexwt—
so-warm  reception
received from some of the
kids in his school.
“Some of the Caucasian
ool kids didnt like where

they saw me slow-
m&nawlﬁngrlwﬁohadalso
;usmuwdmﬂwm!ﬁﬂﬁ‘om
the States,” he said, explain-
ing how he received his first
concussion.

“Needless to say, 1 was’

extremely cautious around
Caucasian girls the remain-
der of that year.”

High school was no pic-
nic, either. While the harass-
ment lessened, he freely
admits he hung out with a
rougher crowd in his final
years and even failed OAC
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calculus twice.
ftm\:lfia;;savedhlm.asimle
passion in

m&wm&ndm
who intreduced him to the
great works of litera-
ture (Hamdlet is his favourite)
and history, him to
the:.1&&: hisi)mugaeon&ngm
spoke to

sion for hurman pe

n in rights.

T'm worried about the
next generation, the ones
who dont have the OAC

year,” he said.
‘!f]didn’thmdmse
and and

make a change, 'm
with them.’

Hiswork with the college's

23, the man known as Deejay
Ra to his listeners divides his

every Simpsons
wvrld"hetmsnoregmm

speaking out.
"Iusteadef
mybuﬂadmlwaaupzb

saying to_myself this is
what I bave to do to get me
out theie,” he said,





